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COUNCIL 

 

 
Thursday, 19th November, 2020 

 
This was a virtual meeting held using MS Teams and streamed live on You Tube 

 
Present:  Councillor June Harrison (Mayor), Councillors Judith Addison, Josh Allen, 

Mohammad Ayub, Noordad Aziz, Jean Battle MBE, Sara Britcliffe MP, 
Stephen Button, Andrew Clegg, Loraine Cox, Paul Cox, 
Munsif Dad BEM JP, Stewart Eaves, Diane Fielding, Melissa Fisher, 
Glen Harrison, Marlene Haworth, Eamonn Higgins, Terry Hurn, 
Abdul Khan, Chris Knight, Patrick McGinley, Michael Miller, 
Jenny Molineux, Tim O'Kane, Dave Parkins, Bernadette Parkinson, 
Miles Parkinson OBE, Kath Pratt, Jeff Scales, Paddy Short and 
Kate Walsh 
 

Apologies: Councillors Joyce Plummer 

  

 
On behalf of the Mayor, Mr David Welsby, Chief Executive of the Council, welcomed 
everybody to the second virtual meeting of the Council. 
 
The Executive Director Legal and Democratic Services carried out a roll call of those 
present.  All councillors introduced themselves and identified the ward that they served.  
(Attendance is recorded above). 

 
47 Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Joyce Plummer. 
 

48 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 
 
Councillor Munsif Dad BEM JP declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 6 – Review of 
Leisure Services Provision, in the light of his position as a member of Hyndburn Leisure 
Trust’s Board. 
 
There were no dispensations notified. 
 

49 Announcements 
 
The Mayor announced that since the last Council meeting coronavirus had surged in the 
Borough and nationally and the country had found itself in a second lockdown.  But 
hopefully good news was now on the horizon. 
 
1) Sad News 

 
The Mayor expressed her heartfelt sympathies to the Mayoress, her close friend Councillor 
Joyce Plummer, whose husband, Vincent, had sadly passed away last week.  The thoughts 
and prayers of the Council members were with her and her family at this difficult time. 
 
The Mayor also mentioned the sad passing of Mr David Cross of Clayton-le-Moors, who 
had died a fortnight ago shortly after the death of his wife.  David had been a stalwart of the 
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community and in March 2015 the Council had presented him with its Ruby Award for 
services to the area. 
 
Mr Welsby added his condolences to the family of Scott Gardner, a former colleague and 
Head of IT Services, who had passed away last week. 
 
2) Update on the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 
The Chief Executive of the Council, David Welsby, provided an update on the impact of 
COVID-19 on the Borough. 
 
The second national lockdown was due to end on 2 December 2020.  The public had coped 
marvellously and come together since the start of the pandemic.  It was critical that 
everyone continued to do so.  The vaccine was close.  Hard work had been undertaken by 
all to get to this stage, including NHS, Council staff and volunteers.  The message was now 
to stay safe in the hope that families could be together shortly. 
 
An overview of facts and figures was provided. 
 
The approximate total numbers of cases of infection were as follows:- 
 

UK 1.4M 

Lancashire 56,000 

Hyndburn 3,300 

 
Total infection rates per 100k population were as follows:- 
 

England 2,153 

NW 3,800 

 
The infection had led to the following loss of life within 28 days of a COVID positive 
diagnosis:- 
 

UK 52,745 

England 46,301 

Lancashire 1,669 

Hyndburn 79 

 
Of those persons who had sadly died, the following locations were noted:- 
 

Hospitals 66% 

Care homes 21% 

Home 10% 

Hospices 3% 

 
The death rates per 100k population were as follows:- 
 

UK 82.3 

Hyndburn 97.5 

 
Hyndburn was below the Lancashire average death rate and significantly below some 
districts, including Wyre, Fylde, Blackpool and West Lancashire.  Some of the highest death 
rates were in the range 130-160/100k. 
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The pandemic had followed a distinct pattern.  The first wave had hit from last March to 
mid-April 2020, during which time hospitalisation and deaths had reached a peak.  There 
had followed a brief respite in the North West.  By July, people had been able to socialise 
outside.  However, infection had then started to grow in the North West.   Hyndburn had 
moved from a position of 132/100k announced at the last Council meeting in September, to 
a peak of around 550/100k on 24 October 2020, with figures doubling every week at one 
stage. 
 
The case rate had now started on a steady decline.  This was mirrored in Lancashire and 
the North West too.  The North West was no longer the fastest growing region for 
infections, nor did it have the highest prevalence.  However, local hospitals had not yet 
witnessed any easing of demand.  Occupancy today was higher than during the first wave, 
at around double those numbers.  Hopefully this situation would change in the near future. 
 
While Hyndburn and Lancashire were starting to get better, the national picture was 
different.  The infection rate in England was growing.  At the last Council meeting the 
England average had been 33/100k.  It was now at 264/100k.  A Public Health England 
(PHE) report last week had identified an 11% rise in cases of infection across England, a 
13% rise in hospitalisation and a 22% rise in COVID related deaths.  The picture was 
expected to change, but there was always a lag between infection, hospitalisation and 
deaths. 
 
Test and Trace had been rolled out.  At the last meeting 3 hour waiting times at the testing 
facilities had been reported and the fact that some people had been turned away.  This 
situation had now improved, as supply now exceeded demand.  The Mobile Testing Unit 
(MTU) was still available and a Local Testing Site (LTS) had been provided on the Dowry 
Street Car Park, in Accrington.  The LTS operated from 8am to 8pm, 7 days per week.  
Recent test figures showed a positivity rate of 13%.  This compared with the England 
average of 9%. 
 
Local Contact Tracing was now successfully reaching 75% of all contacts within 2 days of 
them being referred from the national NHS system.  There was still some room for 
improvement, but the direction of travel was positive. 
 
Thanks was expressed for the efforts of all key workers, volunteers and the Council’s own 
staff. 
 
In summary, Lancashire still had a higher case rate than when it entered Tier 3 restrictions 
in October.  However, vaccines were now at an advanced stage of development.  A 
network of vaccination sites had already been identified across the county and a mobile 
service would be rolled to the care sector and the housebound.  This would be a massive 
logistical operation. 
 
Councillors Jenny Molineux, Marlene Haworth and Stewart Eaves made a number of 
comments including the following:- 
 

 Reiterating thanks to Council staff, key workers, NHS and social care workers and 

volunteers, who had continued to provide essential services; 

 Thanks to the residents of Hyndburn for their perseverance; 

 Acknowledgement of the challenges facing young people and schools at this time; 

 Noting the challenges facing babies and new parents, who were unable to access 

the usual support groups; 

 A reminder about the current campaign: 'Wash Hands. Cover Face. Make Space'; 

 Thanks to the Council’s senior management for their leadership; 
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 Acknowledgment that the latest local figures were encouraging, but that there was a 

need to remain vigilant and to follow the rules; 

 Optimism for some relaxation of the rues at Christmas; 

 Some criticism of the Government’s handling of the Test and Trace system, loss of 

data, unwillingness to follow scientific advice in a timely manner and the way in 

which PPE contracts had been awarded; and 

 Optimism that the roll out of the vaccines would rid the world of premature deaths.  

 
50 Confirmation of Minutes 

 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 17th September 2020 were submitted for 
approval as a correct record. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 17th 

September 2020 be approved as a correct record. 
 

51 Question Time 
 
The Mayor reported that no questions had been submitted under this Agenda Item. 
 

52 Review of Leisure Services Provision 
 
Lyndsey Sims, Chief Executive, Hyndburn Leisure, provided a presentation on a review of 
leisure services provision.  The review would determine the long term vision for the leisure 
service estate. 
 
This would be a 2 year process and would look at the Trust’s facilities, comprising 
Hyndburn Leisure Centre, Mercer Hall Leisure Centre and Wilsons Athletics Pavilion.  The 
Council, Sport England and users would be involved in the review, which would ensure that 
the facilities were fit for purpose.  The result should see a high impact on the health and 
wellbeing of the Borough’s residents. 
 
This was against a background of a difficult year for the service.   However, physical activity 
was good for individuals and the Local Government Association had identified leisure 
provision as a key part of the recovery process from the pandemic. 
 
The presentation included detailed slides on the following:- 
 

 Background; 

 Hyndburn Leisure’s history and role; 

 The Trust’s goals; 

 Review process and strategic priorities; 

 Sport England strategic outcomes planning model approach; 

 Progress to date; 

 Consultation themes; 

 Opportunity for investment from the public sector decarbonisation scheme; 

 Current indications across the 3 sites; and 

 Next Steps. 

 
Councillors Noordad Aziz, Terry Hurn, Kate Walsh, Judith Addison, Munsif Dad BEM JP, 
Patrick McGinley, Glen Harrison, and the Mayor made a number of comments on the 
proposals.  Councillor Miles Parkinson OBE, Leader of the Council, thanked Ms Sims for 
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her presentation.  He also thanked the Trust Board, who were all volunteers, for their work.  
They had delivered much and put the Trust on a sustainable financial path.  Due to the 
Trust’s hard work, the organisation should have operated well within its grant this year, but 
COVID-19 had caused an unexpected loss of ground in financial terms. 
 
Before COVID-19 had surfaced, health inequalities, obesity and life expectancy issues had 
been high priorities for the Council and the Trust. 
 
The Leader looked forward to a further update in February 2021.  It was acknowledged that 
residents might have become attached to their existing facilities, but the Trust would need 
to look at the bigger picture for the future of the service.  The primary goal was to secure 
better health outcomes for all, with less inequalities in the community.  The Leader was 
confident that Ms Sims and the Board would drive forward that agenda.  
 
Mr Welsby also thanked Ms Sims for her on-going work as the lead officer for the Hyndburn 
Hub. 
 
Resolved - That the presentation on the review of leisure 

services provision be noted. 
 

53 Urgent Decisions Taken 
 
Members considered a report on the following decisions taken under Council Procedure 
Rule A24, the Council Urgency Procedure:- 
 

No. Decision Heading Date of Approval 

(a) Temporary amendments to the scheme of delegation – 
Response to the coronavirus outbreak 

25th March 2020 

(b) Proposed temporary amendment to the Council’s Contract 
Procedure Rules 

26th March 2020 

(c) A membership change to the appointments of Planning 
Committee 

27th April 2020 

(d) A Labour membership change to Planning Committee 20th May 2020 

(e) Change to Chairmanship of Resources Overview & Scrutiny 
Committee 

29th May 2020 

(f) Change to Vice-Chair of Resources Overview & Scrutiny 
Committee 

2nd June 2020 

(g) Changes to Audit Committee and Planning Committee Member 
Appointments 

10th June 2020 

(h) New procedure rules for virtual meetings and member 
attendance at meetings 

23rd June 2020 

(i) Pay Policy 2020-2021 29th June 2020 

(j) Pavement Café Licensing – Business and Planning Act 2020 24th July 2020 

(k) Amendment to the Council’s Scheme of Delegation – 
implementation of legislation and regulations relating to the 
Covid 19 pandemic 

1st October 2020 

(l) Approval of the COVID-19 Test and Trace Support Scheme. 9th October 2020 

(m) Proposed amendment to the Council’s Remote Meetings 
Procedure Rules 

16th October 2020 

(n) Approval of the National Non Domestic Rates Relief Schemes 
for 2020/21 – Coronavirus relief schemes provided by 
Government, managed and allocated by local authorities. 

23rd October 2020 

(o) Approval of the Council Tax Exceptional Hardship Scheme 
COVID-19 Fund appendix to the Council Tax Hardship 

23rd October 2020 
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Scheme 2018 

(p) Amendment to the Council’s Scheme of Delegation – 
delegations to the newly created Head Of Environmental 
Health role 

2nd November 2020 

 
Resolved - To note the report on urgent decisions taken. 
 

54 Minutes of Cabinet 
 
The minutes of the meetings of Cabinet held on 15th January, 12th February and 21st 
October 2020 were submitted. 
 
Councillor Marlene Haworth referred to Minute 214 - Accrington Indoor Market Hall 
Redevelopment, from the minutes of 15th January 2020.  She indicated that she had been 
present at that meeting and had raised some concerns about the food court aspect of the 
proposals.  She queried whether the appointment of the Dawnvale Group as the design / 
project manager should have been by a tender exercise. 
 
Councillor Paul Cox, Deputy Leader of the Council, clarified that the proposals were for a 
social hub, which would incorporate multiple food and drink outlets.  Dawnvale would 
provide the outline plan and had experience of similar projects across NW England, in 
towns with a similar demographic to Hyndburn. 
 
It was acknowledged that when these proposals had first been mooted, times were very 
different.  The ideas were now on hold due to the pandemic.  Existing tenants were being 
encouraged to come back into the Market Hall.  Regular meetings also took place with 
traders to listen to their views and to reach a consensus about improvements.  Councillor 
Haworth would be welcome to attend those meetings. 
 
Approval had been given recently to remove some of the outdoor pavilions, but it had now 
been decided to undertake this in a phased way. 
 
The Leader of the Council congratulated the Deputy Leader on the positive approach.  
There was consensus to move forward with improvement and the Council continued to 
listen to its tenants and to support them, particularly through these difficult times.  
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and noted. 
 

55 Minutes of Committees 
 
The Minutes of the following meetings were submitted: 
 

Meeting (Municipal Year 2019/20) 
 

Date 

Planning Committee  25th November 2019 

Overview and Scrutiny Resources 18th December 2019 

Licensing Sub 13th January 2020 

Planning Committee 22nd January 2020 

Standards 6th February 2020 

Overview and Scrutiny Resources 6th February 2020 

Overview and Scrutiny Resources 18th February 2020 

Cabinet Committee (Street Naming) 24th February 2020 

Planning Committee 26th February 2020 

Management Review Committee 2nd March 2020 
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Judicial Committee (Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Licensing) 4th March 2020 

Audit Committee 9th March 2020 

Judicial Committee (Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Licensing) 18th March 2020 

 
The Leader of the Council commented that many services, including committee meetings, 
were now being rolled out within the digital environment.  He thanked all those responsible 
for facilitating virtual meetings and other digital services. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and noted. 
 

56 Motions submitted on Notice 
 
1) Notice Submitted on Motion – Local Bank Branches 

 
The following motion was proposed by Councillor Noordad Aziz and seconded by 
Councillor Bernadette Parkinson under Council Procedure Rule A9:- 
 
“Since the Banking Crisis in 2009, one of the consequences has been the closure of many 
high street branches of banks across the country, especially in small towns and villages like 
Great Harwood, Clayton and Rishton. 
 
This has impacted on elderly residents having access to banking services, such as 
depositing and withdrawing monies. 
 
With the advent of Royal Mail privatisation it has led to the withdrawal and reduction of the 
availability of different banking services through the Post Office.  In addition, recent 
changes announced by Royal Mail will lead to the Post Office shutting 600 free to use cash 
machines, adding further restrictions in accessing to cash and a further blow to the high 
street. 
 
This Council resolves to write to the communities minister to ask him how this Government 
will address the issue of residents not being able to access banking services without 

travelling to a different town.” 
 
Councillors Sara Britcliffe MP, Bernadette Parkinson, Jenny Molineux and Tim O’Kane 
spoke in favour of the motion.  Issues raised included the following:- 
 

 People relied on access to cash locally; 

 Getting out helped to tackle loneliness and other health issues; 

 The MP had spoken to Government colleague on this; 

 Each bank took its own commercial decisions; 

 The Minister for the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) 

might be a more appropriate recipient for any correspondence on this matter; 

 Branches were important for small traders too; 

 The Government was supportive of the Post Office, which was a separate business 

entity from Royal Mail; 

 The MP undertook to follow up this matter and to listen to any specific concerns; 

 Local bank branches supported the elderly and disabled people to lead independent 

lives, without them having to rely on others for transport to neighbouring towns; 

 Talking cash machines were particularly useful for blind and partially-sighted 

persons, but were not widespread; and 

 Future planning developments should consider how easy it was to access local 

services. 
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Councillor Noordad Aziz summed up by saying that small towns and rural communities had 
been particularly badly affected by recent changes.  A Government level solution was 
required to address the issue. 
 
After the debate, the motion was put to the vote and declared carried. 
 
Resolved - That this Council resolves to write to the Secretary 

of State for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government to ask him how this Government will 
address the issue of residents not being able to 
access banking services without travelling to a 
different town. 

 
2) Notice Submitted on Motion – Fly Tipping, Dog Fouling and Littering 

 
The following motion was proposed by Councillor Josh Allen and seconded by Councillor 
Judith Addison under Council Procedure Rule A9:- 
 
“Fly tipping, dog fouling and littering are a blight on communities across Hyndburn - where a 
small minority of people show a complete disregard for local residents and the environment 
by dumping waste in beauty spots and in residential areas. 
 
Ensuring that the people who disrespect our towns, villages and countryside in this way are 
brought to account should be a priority for Hyndburn Council - making sure there is a 
deterrent to stop this completely unacceptable behaviour.  
 
Hyndburn Council has worryingly issued no fines for fly tipping during the period of July 
2019 - June 2020 and has used local taxpayers’ money to clear over 3,000 cases during 
this time.  This sends the completely wrong message to those who damage our area in this 
way, making it apparent the Council will not seek to identify and fine them.  It also tells 
residents that Hyndburn Council is not on their side in the fight to keep Hyndburn clean and 
green. 
 
We resolve to ask the Chief Executive to undertake an urgent review to understand what 
has gone wrong in this failure to hold to account fly tippers - and put in place an action plan 
to crack down on this totally unacceptable behaviour and bring the offenders to account for 
their actions by taking a zero tolerance approach and issuing fines and other steps as 

needed.” 
 
Councillors Sara Britcliffe MP, Judith Addison and Patrick McGinley spoke in favour of the 
motion.  Councillor Paul Cox, Noordad Aziz, Tim O’Kane, Loraine Cox, Miles Parkinson 
OBE, Glen Harrison and Dave Parkins spoke against the motion in the form currently 
presented.  Issues raised included the following:- 
 

 The accuracy of the figures quoted in the motion was challenged.  17 cases of fly 

tipping had been taken further.  The 3,000 cases mentioned were mostly side-waste 

bags left out on collection day, not fly tipping; 

 Enforcement work had to be suspended during lockdown to prioritise frontline 

services.  Significant extra waste had been collected over this period, as many 

residents were based at home; 

 Some Waste Services staff had also been redeployed to support the work of the 

Hyndburn Hub; 



 
 
 

 

 
9 

 Services had been maintained against a backdrop of 40% Council Budget cuts 

since 2011; 

 The County Council had closed its Waste Recycling Centres for a significant period 

of time during lockdown, which had impacted on the Borough; 

 It was hoped shortly to launch the wider use of Public Space Protection Orders to 

tackle blight in a more holistic way; 

 A zero tolerance approach would be taken and the Council was already tackling key 

issues; 

 The tremendous effort of Waste Services staff was recognised, but the figures 

quoted in the motion had been supplied by officers; 

 Fly-tipping was inexcusable and had been raised by the MP both locally and at the 

national level.  The Council should be able to tackle this head-on with the use of 

Fixed Penalty Notices of up to £400 and powers to search and seize vehicles.  

Courts could impose large fines of up to £50k, or 12 months prison sentences; 

 A review of the Council’s current approach was being called for; 

 Criticism was levelled at the County Council’s decision to close the Great Harwood 

recycling centre in 2012; 

 Experience from of the use of CCTV cameras by Rhyddings Park Neighbourhood 

Watch, in preventing and investigating fly-tipping was mentioned.  The use of 

leniency if offenders made good the damage, against the cost of mounting a 

prosecution, was a difficult equation to balance.  However, a court case could act as 

a useful deterrent. 

 The issue of fly-tipping had been reviewed by cross-party Members as part of a 

Scrutiny Committee decision in November 2018 and in December 2019 and relevant 

figures had been provided, along with information about enforcement; 

 A proposal around Neighbourhood Wardens to tackle littering had not secured 

funding under the previous administration; 

 Acknowledgement that fly-tipping did blight communities.  The Council could clean 

up tipped material on its own land, but for fly-tipping on private land, the land owner 

was required to arrange for clearance of the dumped material; 

 There had been significant criticism of the approach taken by Kingdom when fining 

residents for dropping cigarette butts; 

 A view that the motion might be acceptable to all without the inclusion of Paragraph 

3 and the first half of the sentence at Paragraph 4; 

 Acknowledgment that all councillors worked hard to improve the environment; 

 The delay to reopening recycling centres by the County Council had not helped the 

situation; 

 The Council’s political administration was not against fines being imposed in 

appropriate cases; 

 Practical actions such as the installation of gates to restrict access to fly-tipping 

hotspots had proved to be effective in some areas; and 

 Councillors in some areas had lobbied successfully for extra dog litter bins, to 

improve the cleanliness of public open space. 

 
Councillor Josh Allen summed up by pointing out that fly-tipping had been raised frequently 
at Council meetings.  No criticism of the good work already undertaken had been intended 
in the motion, but it was hoped that by carrying out more enforcement this would seriously 
deter other potential wrongdoers.  Other Councils appeared to be more proactive.  Fines 
could also bring in additional revenue.  It was acknowledged that many councillors worked 
proactively to carry out individual or group litter picks. 
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After the debate, the motion was put to the vote and declared lost. 
 
3) Notice Submitted on Motion – Support for Community Efforts to end Holiday 

Hunger 

 
The following motion was proposed by Councillor Kate Walsh and seconded by Councillor 
Stephen Button under Council Procedure Rule A9:- 
 
“That this Council: 

 

Recognises the amazing community commitment to providing lunch packs to hungry 

children during the recent half term break.  Over 6,000 lunches were handed out to children 

by community groups; 

 

Wishes to place on record the Council’s thanks to all those individuals who have ensured 

that many vulnerable families and children suffering holiday hunger, some referred by 

statutory services have received a food parcel; 

 

Regrets the decision by MPs who voted against extending the free school meal scheme 

over the half term and Christmas holidays; 

 

Believes that that decision was a devastating blow to families who are struggling to feed 

their children who rely on the free school meals; 

 

Recognises that 2,913 children are entitled to free school meals in Hyndburn - this is almost 

a quarter of the school aged children in the Borough; 

 

Believes that ten years of Conservative cuts to the north have added to the high deprivation 

levels in Hyndburn; 

 

Will write to the Cabinet Office to raise concerns over the lack of support by the 

Government to Hyndburn Council during COVID which has left the Council and Council Tax 

payer in deficit; and that the proposals fail to support many ordinary and low paid families 

pushed into poverty.  That the Government has not gone far enough to help those families 

most in need. 

 

Applauds the efforts of Marcus Rashford MBE in tackling child poverty and holiday hunger, 

but will go further by providing the administrative support to contact all Hyndburn Schools to 

ascertain the number of pupils that each school has, so that arrangements can be made to 

offer support to those families and any family that needs support at this difficult time, so we 

can ensure all 2,913 children receive a holiday lunch pack to ensure they don’t go hungry 

this Christmas.” 

 
Councillors Noordad Aziz, Stephen Button, Tim O’Kane and Paddy Short, spoke in 
favour of the motion.  Councillor Sara Britcliffe and Marlene Haworth also spoke on 
the motion, but expressed a wish to abstain.  Issues raised included the following:- 
 

 A challenge to the MP to be a strong voice for Hyndburn and Haslingden against 

food poverty; 

 Hungry children underachieved at school, as their ability to learn was compromised; 

 Free School Meals helped to provide for the poorest in society; 
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 The State had a duty to provide opportunities for all and successful children grew up 

to contribute back to society, by working in the highest paid sectors of employment; 

 Acknowledgement that the Government had recently changed its stance on support 

for holiday food for children; 

 Clarification that MPs had not voted to leave children without food over the holiday 

period, but had agreed to put in place measures worth £127k for Hyndburn to 

support those in need, not just children.  No child needed to go hungry; 

 A level of personal abuse had been directed to the MP over the funding issues, 

which was unacceptable; 

 A further allocation of Government funding would reach the County Council in 

December.  Local authorities were best placed to identify and support local need; 

 An observation that the Government appeared to have made a hasty U-turn on this 

matter in the face of public pressure; 

 Thanks to those private businesses and voluntary organisations that had stepped up 

to meet the demand for food by residents in need; 

 Criticism of comments by some MPs, as reported in the press, which appeared to 

demonise poor families; and 

 An observation that the motion no longer reflected the reality of the funding currently 

available; 

 
Councillor Kate Walsh summed up by highlighting that some families simply could not 
afford to meet all of their bills and feed themselves, but were not eligible for support.  
Experience from the Food Solutions Network showed that the funding offered would not go 
far enough. 
 
After the debate, the motion was put to the vote and declared carried. 
 
Resolved - That this Council resolves to write to the Cabinet 

Office to raise concerns over the lack of support by 

the Government to Hyndburn Council during COVID, 

which has left the Council and Council Tax payer in 

deficit; and to highlight that the current funding 

arrangements fail to support many ordinary and low 

paid families pushed into poverty. 

 
In accordance with Council Procedure Rule A7 and with the consent of the meeting, it was 
agreed that the meeting should proceed beyond the prescribed 10pm deadline. 
 
4) Notice Submitted on Motion – Fair Distribution of Police Funding for Lancashire 

 
The following motion was proposed by Councillor Glen Harrison and seconded by 
Councillor Melissa Fisher under Council Procedure Rule A9:- 
 
“The cuts to policing in Lancashire since 2010 are far more excessive than most police 
forces in the country.  They are also part of a wider issue of the impact of cuts across the 
whole of the public sector.  
 
The Government have announced that they will put back 20,000 police officers over the 
next three years, but all is not what it seems. 
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Lancashire has had amongst the highest level of cuts of any police force in the country, 
losing over 750 police officers since 2010.  But the Government are replacing just 153 of 
them.  
 
We are still missing 600 police officers. 
 
In Surrey, their police numbers are down by just 8 police officer posts since 2010.  But they 
will now have 78 new officers, almost ten times as many as they lost. 
 
Lancashire is not a second class county.  We demand a fair deal. 
 
Police officers should be returned to police forces where they’ve been lost, not to affluent 
areas with much less crime. 
 
This Council supports the petition from Police and Crime Commissioner Clive Grunshaw to 
demand a fair deal for Lancashire and get our bobbies back. 
 
This Council resolves to write to Kit Malthouse MP the Minister for policing to ask for a fairer 
allocation of police resources in Lancashire.” 
 
Councillors Noordad Aziz, Melissa Fisher and Tim O’Kane spoke in favour of the motion.  
Councillors Marlene Haworth and Sara Britcliffe MP also spoke on the motion, but 
expressed a wish to abstain.  Issues raised included the following:- 
 

 Police funding cuts had already led to the closure of the Police Station in Great 

Harwood and loss of the neighbourhood policing team that knew the area well; 

 All councillors would support the call for more Police funding, but Opposition 

Members were concerned that the tone of the motion was not constructive; 

 The MP was working from within Government to support policing in Hyndburn; 

 The Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) was responsible for the allocation of 

funding within Lancashire Constabulary and should be encouraged to work with 

local MPs; 

 Comparisons between Lancashire and other Police force areas were misleading.  

For example, Lancashire had 199 FTE police officers per 100k population, whereas 

Surrey had only 161/100k. 

 Policing was a priority for all, as it kept people, businesses and the wider community 

safe; 

 At a time when there were financial constraints, hundreds of millions of pounds were 

being invested in the fight against crime; 

 Concern about the response time of police offers to a vandalism incident, as an 

indicator of staffing pressures; 

 Concern that during lockdown teenagers had flouted the rules in locations such as 

Rishton Paper Mill and that there were times that all Police resources had been fully 

deployed, leading to lack of contingency cover; 

 A long history of Police forces fighting central Government cuts; 

 A need to retain cooperation with EU crime prevention agencies following Brexit; 

 Reallocation of scarce resources within the Lancashire Force was not a solution to 

the overall funding issue; and 

 Lancashire Constabulary had received some £22.6M funding, which was more than 

Surrey.  It was for the PCC to allocate the funding appropriately. 
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Councillor Glen Harrison summed up by highlighting the need for an extra 600 officers, to 
satisfy people’s expectations for bobbies on the beat. 
 
After the debate, the motion was put to the vote and declared carried. 
 
Resolved - That this Council resolves to write to Kit Malthouse 

MP, Minister for Crime and Policing, to ask for a 
fairer allocation of Police resources in Lancashire. 

 
The Mayor thanked all for their attendance (virtually) and reminded Members that the next 

meeting would be held on 14th January 2021.  She wished everyone a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year and expressed the hope that residents would be able to meet up 

sensibly with their wider family and friends over the festive period. 

 
 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
at which the minutes were confirmed 
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